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President’s Message 
By: Michael Fischer, P.E.  
 
February is a busy month for the Valley Forge Chapter. Last week, we had our annual joint meeting 
with the Villanova PSPE Student Chapter. As always, this meeting was well attended by both 
students and professionals and the students did a great job organizing the dinner meeting on campus. 
We had a fantastic presentation on the major development project that the University has 
undertaken along Lancaster Avenue which will bring new student housing, a performing arts center, 
a pedestrian bridge and other amenities to campus.  
 
Delaware Valley Engineers Week kicks off this Friday with a number of events throughout the week. 
PSPE State President John Nawn will be honored as Delaware Valley Engineer of the Year. For a 
more information on DVEW events, please visit http://www.dvewc.org/.   
 
The Valley Forge and Bucks Chapters MATHCOUNTS competition is also taking place this 
upcoming weekend (2/18) at North Penn High School. This is always a great event which draws 
some of the brightest young minds (and future engineers hopefully!) from schools in Montgomery 
and Bucks Counties. It is not too late to volunteer at the event, so please contact 
vfcmathcounts@gmail.com if you are interested in volunteering. 
 
We hope to see you at our upcoming March and April events as well as at our golf outing in May. If 
anyone has any questions about upcoming events or Chapter operations, don’t hesitate to reach out 
(vfc.pspe@gmail.com).   
 
Upcoming Events 
(visit www.pspe.org/valleyforge for more details) 
 

March (date/location TBD): General Membership Dinner Meeting – Presentation on the Electrical Grid  
 

April (date/location TBD): General Membership Meeting – Tour followed by Drinks/Appetizers 
 

May 12: VFC & Reading Chapter Joint Golf Outing – Reading Country Club (see attached brochure) 
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PSPE Legislative Activity 
  

Senate and House Announce New Standing Committee Chairs 
 
Senate President Pro Tempore Joe Scarnati and House Speaker Mike Turzai have announced the appointment of new 
Chairs for the 2017-18 session. Those committees of interest to PSPE are as follows: 
 
Appropriations:      Communications & Technology: 
Pat Browne (R-Lehigh)     Ryan Aument (R-Lancaster) 
Vincent Hughes (D-Philadelphia)    Art Haywood (D-Montgomery) 
 
Community, Economic & Recreational Development: Consumer Protection & Professional Licensure: 
Mario Scavello (R-Monroe)     Robert Tomlinson (R-Bucks) 
Larry Farnese (D-Philadelphia)    Lisa Boscola (D-Northampton) 
 
Education:      Environmental Resources & Energy: 
John Eichelberger (R-Blair)     Gene Yaw (R-Lycoming) 
Andrew Dinniman (D-Chester)    John Yudichak (D-Luzerne) 
 
Finance:      Judiciary: 
Scott Hutchinson (R-Venango)    Stewart Greenleaf (R-Montgomery) 
John Blake (D-Lackawanna)    Daylin Leach (D-Montgomery) 
 
Labor & Industry:     Local Government: 
Kim Ward (R-Westmoreland)    Scott Wagner (R-York) 
Tina Tartaglione (D-Philadelphia)    John Blake (D-Lackawanna) 
 
Rules & Executive Nominations:    State Government: 
Jake Corman (R-Centre)     Mike Folmer (R-Lebanon) 
Jay Costa (D-Allegheny)     Anthony Williams (D-Philadelphia) 
 
Transportation:      Urban Affairs & Housing: 
John Rafferty (R-Montgomery)    Tom McGarrigle (R-Delaware) 
John Sabatina (D-Philadelphia)    Wayne Fontana (D-Allegheny) 

 

For further PSPE legislative updates, visit: http://pspe.org/about-pspe/legislative-activity/ 
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Making It a Federal Case 
By: Danielle Boykin 

 (https://www.nspe.org/resources/pe-magazine/november-2016/making-it-federal-case)  
 
Over the past few years, catastrophic events like the Deepwater Horizon tragedy and most 
recently the Gold King Mine disaster have only reinforced the reasons why licensed 
professional engineers are necessary to protect the public health, safety, and welfare.  
 
NSPE has long been at the forefront of advocating for expanding the role of the 
professional engineer on federal projects. According to NSPE Position Statement 1767, the 
Society advocates that federal employees, who by federal statute may be exempt from state 
engineering licensure laws, but who are in responsible charge of engineering activities as 
defined in the National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying’s Model Law, 
should be required by federal agency policy to be licensed professional engineers in at least 
one jurisdiction. 
 
In the past year, the Society has made substantial progress in this effort to increase public 
protections. 
 
Changing the Environment 
On August 5, 2015, an Environmental Protection Agency team conducting a cleanup 
project at the abandoned Gold King Mine in Colorado accidently caused a spill of more 
than three million gallons of untreated wastewater and toxins into the Animas River. The Gold King Mine disaster serves as yet 
another reminder of how professional engineers should be in responsible charge of projects that can have dire consequences for the 
public. 
 
NSPE has played a leading role in the disaster’s aftermath to ensure that there are more safeguards in place to reduce incidents of 
this nature. Immediately following news of the spill, NSPE urged the EPA and all federal agencies to review their existing 
requirements and practices pertaining to the practice of engineering. The Society has found a strong professional engineering ally in 
Rep. Bruce Westerman, P.E., (R-AR). Westerman, an NSPE member, believes that a spill at the Gold King Mine site could have 
been significantly mitigated if the EPA had followed the state’s engineering practice laws established to safeguard life, health, and 
property, and to promote the public welfare. 
 
NSPE has worked with Westerman to make changes within the EPA and the Department of the Interior that reflect the value of 
professional engineering expertise. “He is able to speak to the issue, directly, as a licensed PE and that license provides him a 
perspective that is unique to nearly all other federal legislators,” says NSPE President Kodi Verhalen, P.E., Esq., F. NSPE. She also 
points out that Westerman is not the only PE in Congress. He is joined by Rep. David McKinley, P.E., of West Virginia, who is also 
an NSPE member. 
 
During a Congressional committee hearing on the Gold King Mine, Westerman asked EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy why a 
licensed professional engineer was not in responsible charge of the site cleanup project. McCarthy declined to provide an answer, but 
she did express surprise at learning how few licensed design professionals work for the agency in that particular region. 
 
In September 2015, Westerman filed a complaint with the Colorado state licensing board. The complaint alleged that the EPA team 
was involved in the practice of engineering and violated the state’s practice act, which says that “an entity may practice or offer to 
practice engineering in Colorado only if the individual in responsible charge of the entity’s engineering activities performed in 
Colorado is a professional engineer licensed in Colorado.” 
 
Soon after Westerman’s complaint was filed, a federal report released on October 22, 2015, provided indisputable evidence that 
proper engineering expertise is needed to protect the public. The report recommended the following “prudent engineering 
considerations” that the EPA should follow: (1) incorporate a potential failure modes analysis into project planning; (2) conduct a 
downstream-consequences analysis and consider the effects of an accidental release as well as prevention measures; (3) directly 
measure the water conditions in a blocked mine prior to opening it; and (4) obtain independent expertise to review project plans and 
designs prior to implementation when significant consequences of failure are possible. 
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Where do the legal issues stand in the aftermath of the Gold King Mine incident?  An investigation by the EPA’s Office of Inspector 
General has been under way for the past year. In June, New Mexico announced that it was pursuing a lawsuit against Colorado for 
the spill; that was followed by a lawsuit against the EPA filed by the Navajo Nation. On October 6, the Department of Justice 
announced that it will not prosecute an EPA employee involved in the spill. The EPA will now determine if any administrative 
actions will be taken against the employee. 
 
The advocacy and legislative roles of Westerman and McKinley, says Verhalen, show why it’s increasingly important to have 
professional engineers serving as elected and public officials. “Those with responsibility for the creation of legislation and regulation, 
whether at the federal, state, or local levels, should be comprised of individuals with varying backgrounds and experiences—
principles our country was founded upon,” she says. “Having these voices present with expertise on engineering issues when the 
public health, safety, and welfare is at issue is incredibly important.” 
 
A PE Model 
NSPE’s sustained advocacy for increasing the role of the professional engineer at the federal level is starting to pay off as agencies 
are beginning to acknowledge the value of engineering licensure. In June, the EPA issued a final rule on emission standards in the oil 
and natural gas sectors that recognized the need for licensed professional engineers to be in responsible charge of engineering 
projects, both in an independent third-party capacity as well as in an in-house role. 

The EPA further acknowledged in its final rule that PEs, whether independent or employees of a facility, will uphold the integrity of 
their profession and only certify documents that meet the prescribed regulatory requirements. The agency concluded that a 
professional engineer is able to give a fair technical review because of the oversight programs established by the state licensing 
boards that will subject the professional engineer to penalties, including the loss of license and potential fines, if certifications are 
provided when the facts do not warrant it. In addition, the personal liability of the professional engineer provides strong support for 
the requirement that certifications must be performed by licensed professional engineers. 

The Society will continue to advocate that the EPA go even further by ensuring that professional engineers are in responsible charge 
of all agency engineering projects. “The EPA’s recognition of the PE as critical in environmental engineering as it relates to 
regulation and compliance, and the PE’s foremost responsibility to protect the public health, safety, and welfare, has certainly been a 
positive step for the agency,” says Verhalen. “NSPE continues to advocate for the incorporation of PEs in additional federal issues 
that may have an impact on the public.” 

Staying Steadfast 
Change doesn’t always come quickly, yet NSPE leadership is committed to advancing licensure to protect and save lives. In 2010, an 
explosion aboard the Deepwater Horizon oil rig resulted in 11 fatalities and the discharge of more than three million barrels of oil 
into the Gulf of Mexico. This disaster led to a public health crisis and dire economic consequences for Gulf states. It highlighted 
once again the need to have a licensed professional engineer involved in inspections where public safety is in jeopardy. 
Acknowledging that offshore oil-drilling is inherently risky, the Society recommended that same year that PEs should have direct 
supervision over all engineering design, operations, and maintenance of offshore oil rigs. 

In April—six years after the oil rig explosion—the Department of the Interior’s Bureau of Safety and Environmental Enforcement 
finalized comprehensive safety regulations in response to the disaster. A rule in the regulations requires a licensed professional 
engineer in cementing and casing situations to examine, review, approve, and certify changes or remedial measures as part of the “Oil 
and Gas and Sulfur Operations in the Outer Continental Shelf Blowout Preventer Systems and Well Control” regulations. 

While NSPE has remained steadfast in advocating the importance of the PE as it relates to safety regulations for deepwater drilling, 
Verhalen acknowledges that it has helped that the Society wasn’t a lone voice. Many NSPE state societies and other organizations 
also recognized the importance of the PE in ensuring public protection. “Additionally, it is important to note that this particular 
effort covered six years,” she says. “We must continue the work we are doing and remain patient but committed to our fundamental 
principles: that PEs are committed to holding the public health, safety, and welfare above all other considerations in their quest for 
the advancement of engineering and our society.” 

Verhalen believes that it’s also important that members are vocal in their support of NSPE and its efforts. “Our members must be 
willing to educate legislators and public officials about why the involvement of PEs is important in matters that affect the public 
health, safety, and welfare,” she says. 
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Picture of the Month: Beijing National Stadium 

 

 
Beijing National Stadium, officially the National Stadium, is a stadium in Beijing, China. The 
stadium was a joint venture among architects Jacques Herzog and Pierre de Meuron 
of Herzog & de Meuron, project architect Stefan Marbach, artist Ai Weiwei, and CADG 
which was led by chief architect Li Xinggang. The stadium was designed for use throughout 
the 2008 Summer Olympics and Paralympics and will be used again in the 2022 Winter 
Olympics and Paralympics.  

The design, which originated from the study of Chinese ceramics, implemented steel beams 
in order to hide supports for the retractable roof—giving the stadium the appearance of 
a bird's nest. The retractable roof was later removed from the design after inspiring the 
stadium's most recognizable aspect. The stadium consists of two independent structures, 
standing 50 feet apart: a red concrete seating bowl and the outer steel frame around it. 
Twenty-four trussed columns encase the inner bowl, each one weighing 1,000 tons. Despite 
the random appearance of the stadium, each half is nearly symmetrical. Ground was broken 
on December 24, 2003 and the stadium officially opened on June 28, 2008. At its height, 
17,000 construction workers worked on the stadium. The stadium cost $428 million. 

 

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beijing_National_Stadium) 



 
 
 
 
 

Friday, May 12, 2017 
Reading Country Club  

 
 

 

PSPE READING/VALLEY FORGE 

ANNUAL GOLF OUTING 

All sponsors are encouraged to golf and enjoy 
the camaraderie in this great event. 

 
Questions?  

Contact Kirsten Deysher at 610.375.9301 

All proceeds benefit the  

Chapter Scholarship Funds and  

MATHCOUNTS programming 
 

Lunch Sponsor (1) $2,000 
∗ Name (logo) full page ad in Program 
∗ Signage in picnic grove and Foursome 

Cart Sponsor $1,000 
∗ Name (logo) ½ page ad in Program 
∗ Name on cart signs and Foursome 

Hole Sponsor and Foursome $525 
∗ Name (logo) in Program 
∗ Hole Sponsor sign and Foursome 

Beverage Station Sponsor $500 
∗ Name (logo) ¼ page ad in Program 
∗ Sign at Beverage Station 

Foursome $400 Prize Hole Sponsor (4) $250 
∗ Name (logo) in Program 
∗ Hole Sponsor Sign  
∗ Opportunity to present sponsored hole 

prize(s) 

Hole Sponsor (No Foursome) $150 
∗ Name (logo) in Program 
∗ Hole Sponsor Signage 

Single Entry Golfer $125 
∗ We will team you up with others! 

Giveaway Sponsor 
Popular giveaways for goodie bags and gift cards for contests are always appreciated. We will gladly provide 
sponsorship opportunities in exchange for such donations. Sponsorship levels will vary based on the total of the 
value of item(s) donated. Please contact Kirsten Deysher if you are interested in making any kind of donation. 

 



 Reading Countr y Club  
 Registrat ion at  11:30 am Buf fet  Lunch at  12:00 p.m.  
 

PSPE READING/VALLEY FORGE ANNUAL GOLF OUTING 
FRIDAY, MAY 12, 2017 @ 1:00 P.M. SHARP (SHOTGUN START) 

Putt ing Chal lenge *  Longest  Drive *  Closest  to the Pin * Mull igans  & New Games for 2017  

 
A l l  proceeds  benefi t  the :  PSPE—Reading Chapter Scholar ship  Fund/MATHCOUNTS and  

PSPE—Valley Forge Chapter  Scholar ship  Fund/MATHCOUNTS  
  

Golfers  (Please  Print)       E -mai l  Address    Phone #  
 
1.  ______________________________________________________________________  
 
2.  _______________________________________________________________________  
 
3.  _______________________________________________________________________  
 
4.  _______________________________________________________________________  
 
Non-Golfers  or  Sponsors  
 
Name/Company (Please  Print)                      Phone #  
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________ 
 
Indicate  below to designate  regi s trat ion funds for an individual  society:  

 
PSPE—Reading Chapter        PSPE—Valley Forge  Chapter   

$125/ Per son Golfer  
$400 /  Foursome  
$50 /  Non-Golfer   
$525  /  Foursome+  
  Hole  Sponsor  
    

Checks  payable  to :   
   
   

Reading Chapter PSPE 
c/o Liber ty  Environmental   
50  North 5th Street  
5th Floor  
Reading,  PA 19601  
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2016-17 VFC Board of Directors 
 
 

President: Michael Fischer, P.E.   Chapter Director: Dan Humes, P.E. 
President-Elect: Kevin Killoran, P.E.   Chapter Director: Tony Dougherty, P.E. 
Vice President: Lindsay Musselman, P.E. Chapter Director: Paul Dugan, P.E. 
Treasurer: Jim Thompson, P.E.   Chapter Director: (vacant) 
Secretary: Kurt Leininger, P.E.   Chapter Director: (vacant) 
Past-President: Randy Cleaver, P.E.    
State Director: Tony Dougherty, P.E. 
 
 
 
You can follow our Chapter on LinkedIn and Facebook.  Check us out! 
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THANK YOU TO OUR ADVERTISERS! 
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