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2008 Chapter Activities  
• March 5 Chapter Meeting - Green Building 
• March 13  Board of Directors Meeting 
• March 17 – 19 Reading Berks Science and Engineering Fair 
• April  Awards Banquet 
• May  Tour (To be announced) 
• June 26 Golf Outing 

Meeting Program: March 2008  
Date: Wednesday, March 5, 2008 
Time: 12:00pm (Noon) – Lunch and Program 
Location: Chef Alan’s (West Reading) in the Banquette room 
Cost: $12.00 per person (drinks from bar are not included.) 

(Checks payable to PSPE Reading Chapter, and hand to Darryl or Tim at the meeting) 
Lunch:   Order from the menu 
Program:  Green Building, a phrase frequently found in newspapers, magazines, and other news media, is often 
narrowly thought of in terms of energy efficiency and pollution.  However, it actually involves a much broader range of 
topics and issues.  Steve Angstadt of RPA Associates and Matt Perna of CMA architects, both accredited LEED 
professionals, will present a general scope of Green Building and the most common method of measuring, or grading, a 
building's "green" design.  They will then provide some specific areas and means by which the design professional can 
address these issues and incorporate them into their designs.  
Some general topics include: • Materials of construction selection  

• Energy efficiency  
• Indoor air quality  

• Sources of construction materials  
• Water conservation  
• LEED certification of buildings 

Reservation deadline: February 26, 2008 
Reservations for PSPE members and friends can be made by calling Tim Krall at SSM 610-621-2000.  Leave a message if 
Tim is not available when you call.   



PSPE Reading Chapter Drawing Board  March 2008 
 

2 

Message from the President 
Greetings to all PSPE members.  Our next Chapter event is the luncheon meeting on “Green Building” being held at Chef 
Allan’s in West Reading on March 5th at 12:00 noon, details are on the web site and included in the newsletter.  As this is 
a topic that relates to most if not all engineering disciplines represented by our members, it would be beneficial to you 
professionally as well as your coworkers to attend this event and learn more about Green Building and the different 
aspects related to Green Building.  The next chapter Board meeting is scheduled Thursday, March 13th at 7:30 am. 

Hopefully all of the members of the Chapter had the opportunity to attend some of the Engineer’s Weeks events in the 
County and throughout the area.  Your Reading Chapter Vice President, Michael Hartman, P.E., arranged for and received 
on behalf of the Chapter from the Berks County Commissioners as well as the City of Reading formal proclamations to 
recognize Engineer’s Week.  Copies of both proclamations are included on the web site and in this month’s Drawing 
Board.   

Please visit the Reading Chapter PSPE website by going to the following link: 
http://www.pspe.org/reading/reading.shtml.  The web site now has a positions available section for engineering job 
openings for firms located within the reading Chapter Area.   

Advertising is available in the Drawing Board and on the Chapter web site for $50.00 per year.  If a company wants to 
advertise and also place positions available on the web site then the cost is $100 per year.  Historically, this was done by 
sending out invoices to past advertisers.  The process to advertise has been changed and now in order to advertise you 
should send a check in the appropriate amount payable to “Reading Chapter PSPE” to Reading Chapter PSPE c/o 
McCarthy Engineering, 1121 Snyder Road, west Lawn, PA 19609.   Along with your payment a jpeg file or similar file 
should be included of your advertisement. 

The nominating committee has taken input from membership and is presenting the 2008-2009 nominations for Board 
Members.  The nominations for officers are included in this month’s drawing board.  Normally the nominations are 
announced at the February Chapter meeting. Since this was a joint meeting with PSU Berks Engineer’s Week, the Board 
voted to amend this process and have the February issue of the Drawing Board to be utilized as the vehicle to announce 
the nominations.   Any member wishing to be considered for nomination that is not already listed for nomination or would 
like to nominate someone can do so in accordance with section 12 of the bylaws which are contained on the Chapter 
website or contact Tuan Duong, P.E. directly.  Tuan’s contact information is included in the newsletter and on the Chapter 
website. 

The board is always looking for ideas for meeting topics but we are especially looking for facilities of engineering interest 
for our end of year tour held in May of each year.  The facility which was slated for the tour has just contacted us and is 
unfortunately unable to accommodate the Chapter during May of this year.   

If there is something that you as an engineer or as an engineering firm feel the Chapter should be doing for the 
membership, please do not hesitate to contact me or any of the Members of the Board of Directors.  We are always 
looking for additional input of the membership and are happy to address any concerns, comments and suggestions.  

Details have been finalized for the 2nd Annual Reading Chapter PSPE Golf Outing on June 26th.  The flyer is included in 
the newsletter and on the website.  Grab a group from your office and come on out and enjoy the day.  This is a 
worthwhile case since all proceeds go to the Reading Chapter PSPE Engineering Scholarship Fund.  If you want some 
bragging rights over your fellow engineering firms then put together a foursome and win the Engineer’s Cup Roving 
Trophy which goes to the higher placed foursome from an engineering firm.   

Thank you for your continued support in the organization, engineering profession and advancement of the licensed 
practice of engineering. 

Truly Yours, 

James C. McCarthy, P.E., Reading Chapter PSPE President 
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2008 MATHCOUNTS WRAP-UP 
The Reading Chapter, with its usual help from Spotts, Stevens & McCoy, completed another successful 
MATHCOUNTS season – our 25th.  Mark Stabolepszy, P.E. again served as coordinator for the event, which 
culminated with the Chapter competition on February 9 at Alvernia College. 
96 students representing 15 Berks County schools competed this year, while Pennsylvania again led the 
nation in total school registrations.  This year’s team competition was again a close one, with Boyertown 
Junior High West claiming the team title, led by coach Kristy Parish.  La Salle Academy finished second, 
followed very closely by Exeter Township Junior High School in third place.  They were coached by Gail 
Ambrose and Kathy Topper, respectively.  On the individual side the countdown round was, as usual, fast 
paced and exciting, with another Reading Chapter first – Matt Weidner becoming the first 6th grader to win 
the individual championship. 
The individual place winners were: 

• 1st place – Matt Weidner – Brandywine Heights Middle School 

• 2nd place – Brett Kelly – Boyertown Junior High School West 

• 3rd place – Colleen O’Rourke – Wyomissing Area Jr/Sr High School 

• 4th place – Sean Dolan – La Salle Academy 
Kris Stauffer, Don Bullock and Daniel Kleinhemn rounded out the first place Boyertown West team. 
The top four individuals as well as the top team will compete at the State competition, which is scheduled for 
March 29 at the Sheraton Harrisburg-Hershey Hotel in Harrisburg.  The State competition includes the top 
individuals and teams from each of Pennsylvania’s 24 PSPE chapters, usually totaling over 150 students.  
The top four individuals from the state competition will form Pennsylvania’s team for the national 
competition, to be held in Denver, Colorado in May. 
The competition is open to all schools – public, private or homeschool – with grades 6, 7 or 8.  Each school 
may send one team of up to four students and up to four additional students who compete only in the 
individual competition.  The competition consists of two separate written rounds, in which all individual and 
team competitors participate, and a written team round, in which each team completes one test.  The final 
team standings are based solely upon the written results.  The written results are initially used to determine 
the top ten ranking individuals.  These ten then compete head to head, starting with ten and nine.  The winner 
advances to compete against number eight, and so forth, until the champion is crowned.  Final individual 
rankings are based upon the results of the head to head round, which is called the countdown round. 
Mark your 2009 calendars for February 7th for next year’s competition – we can always use a few new 
volunteers…and a few old volunteers! 

  



PSPE Reading Chapter Drawing Board  March 2008 
 

4 

State Directors Report - Richard P. Aulenbach P.E. 

A few items of significance from the State Board 
of Directors - Meeting in January. 
 
A. There is some on going discussion relative to each individual 

chapter’s dues within our state. 
Because each chapter selects the amount of annual dues required of it’s members, each chapter in our state 
is different. 
National collects all dues, i.e. National, and State, and then redistributes the collected State dues back to 
each chapter. There is a desire by National to simplify the process. In our meeting it was apparent that this 
action would severely limit the freedom of our individual chapters to conduct the program or activities they 
may choose. There have also been many problems with National, in administering the distribution of 
individual’s dues, we discussed the real need, considering utilizing today’s software, is… they just need to 
work out the process. 
 

B. ALERT - Taxing Engineering Services 
Once again our state officials have brought this item to the table .Please write your state official and 
express your opinions on this important issue. Remember taxing our services would limit our engineers’ 
abilities to compete with other engineers in our neighboring states. 

 
C. Secretary to the State Board of Directors 

Thanks to the nomination from our Reading chapter I have been appointed Secretary to the State Board of 
Directors. The importance of this issue is our chapter will now be directly represented on the State 
Executive Board. 
In the Executive Board, comprised of the President, VP etc. all policies and direction of our organization 
originate. 
Thank-you for this great opportunity. 

 

D. Continuing Education Credits 
It looks as though the current expected date for institution of this program will be for our 2011 renewal. 
That is, we will be required to have fulfilled the educational requirements for renewal of our license in 
that year. 
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2008 Reading Chapter PSPE Scholarhip 
The Reading Chapter of the Pennsylvania Society of Professional Engineers (PSPE) will be awarding a $1,000 
scholarship.  The Scholarship is a one time only grant to be provided to an undergraduate engineering student 
who will be enrolled in the first semester of their second last or final year in the fall of 2008.  The award will be 
based on academic success, character, personal merit, commitment plus school and community involvements.   

General Information: 

• Deadline for receipt of Application and supporting documentation is June 5, 2008. 

• For application and additional information, either contact the Scholarship Chairperson listed below or 
access the Reading Chapter web site: 

Kenneth R. Gabel, E.I.T. 
301 Shelly Drive 
Sinking Spring PA 19608 
Phone:  610-855-2505 
E-mail:  kenneth.r.gabel@worleyparsons.com 

Reading Chapter web site access:  http://www.pspe.org/reading/reading.shtml 
 
 
2008-2009 Board and Officer Nominations 
 
Nominations for the 2007-2008 Term are presented here.  Nominations are open until April 2008.  Should you 
wish to make a nomination please contact Tuan Duong or any of the other Officers or Board Members.  Phone 
numbers and email addresses are provided on the last page of this newsletter. 
 
Nominations for 2008   

1. Jason Shaner, PE – Board Member , 3 year term  

2. John Weinheimer, PE – Board Member, 3 year term  

3. Chris Rickert, PE – Board Member, 2 year term (serving out the remainder of Bob Steger’s term)  

4. Jim Cinelli, PE -  Board Member, 3 year term  

5. Eric Moutz, PE – Secretary  

6. Tuan Duong, PE – Vice President  

7. State Director -Vacant  
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Become a sponsor for the Reading Chapter PSPE 
Drawing Board and place your advertisement here. 
Call Darryl Jenkins (610) 375-8822 for more cost 
and other information. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS, READING CHAPTER 
2007-2008 CHAPTER OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS 

 
Name Position Company Telephone Email Fax 

James C. McCarthy, PE 
 

President 
2005-2008 

McCarthy Engineering 
Associates, P.C. 

610.373.8001 (W) jmccarthy@mccarthy-
engineering.com 

610.373.8077 

Michael D. Hartman, PE 
 

Vice-President 
2007-2008 

McCarthy Engineering 
Associates, P.C. 

610.373.8001 (W) mhartman@mccarthy-
engineering.com 

610.373.8077 

Tim Krall, PE 
 

Secretary 
1999 -2008 

Spotts/Stevens/McCoy 610.621.2000 (W) 
 

tim.krall@ssmgroup.com 
  

610.621.2001 

Darryl Jenkins, PE 
 

Treasurer 1999 - 
2008 

Great Valley Consultants 610.375.8822 (W)  djenkins 
@greatvalleyconsultants.com 

610.375.8977 

Rick Aulenbach, PE 
 

State Director 
2005 - 2008 

RPA Associates 610.374.6144 (W) raulenbach@rpaengr.com 610.374.6599 

Ken Gabel 
 

Board Member 
2007 - 2010 

WorleyParsons Group, 
Inc. 

610.855.2505 (W) 
610.678.4495 (H) 

kenneth.r.gabel 
@worleyparsons.com 

610.855.2177 

Bob Steger, PE 
 

Board Member 
2007-2010 

 610.926.0434 (H) 
 

rpsteger@aol.com  

Jason Shaner, PE 
 

Board Member 
2004 – 2008 

McCarthy Engineering 
Assoc Inc 

610.373.8001 (W) jshaner@ mccarthy-engineering.com 610.373.8077 

Christopher Rickert, PE 
 

Board Member 
2004 – 2008 

WorleyParsons Group, 
Inc. 

610.855.3620 (W) christopher.rickert 
@worleyparsons.com 

610.855.2508 

Tuan Duong, PE Board Member 
2007-2010 

Traffic Planning & 
Design, Inc. 

610.326.3100 (W) tduong@trafficpd.com 610.326.9410 

John Weinheimer, PE 
 

Past President 
2001 - 2004 

RPA Associates 610.374.6144  
ext. 259(W) 

jweinheimer@rpaengr.com 610.374.6599 

Karl Peterson, PE 
 

Past President 
2004 - 2005 

 717.445.6626 (H) 
 

aftan@frontiernet.net  
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