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Message from the President 

 
As we conclude another year of chapter activities, it is necessary to utilize past 
experience to prepare and plan future goals and activities.  Although time restraints and 
pre-existing commitments resulted in cancellation of some chapter activities during the 
year, the most important aspect of supporting our young people was accomplished 
through our involvement with the Math Counts and Science Fair programs.       
 
Highlights of the year include the Engineers Week Proclamations, Chamber of Commerce 
activities, participation in both the Math Counts and Science Fair competitions and the 
Awards Banquet.  The Math Counts Team Championship went to Wyomissing Area 
Jr./Sr. High School.  Science Fair winners’ projects involved Endophytic Bacteria and 
the engineering analysis of an Ion Thruster.  As usual, the enthusiasm and knowledge of 
the winners’ subject matter was exemplary.  These Math and Science participants will 
undoubtedly become a vital part of our future technical work force and we are looking 
forward to additional innovative subject matter in the future.   
 
Many thanks to the Reading Chapter PSPE committee members for their assistance 
during my tenure.  I look forward to supporting our new president in the upcoming year 
and thank you for the privilege of serving for the past year.   
 
Karl E. Peterson, P.E.  
President 
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2005 MATHCOUNTS WRAP-UP 

 
The Reading Chapter, with its usual help from Spotts, Stevens & McCoy, 
completed another successful MATHCOUNTS season – our 22nd.  Mark 
Stabolepszy, P.E. again served as coordinator for the event, which culminated with 
the Chapter competition on February 12 at Alvernia College. 
 
121 students representing 19 Berks County schools competed this year, while 
Pennsylvania again led the nation with 394 schools participating statewide.  
Wyomissing Area Junior Senior High School continued its team dominance, guided 
by veteran coach Loretta Minear, but Exeter Junior High School finished a close 
second.  This year’s countdown round was particularly fast paced and exciting, 
with very few incorrect answers, and several students making runs up the ladder.  
John Taormina again made his way to the State competition, improving on last 
year’s fourth place finish with a second place finish. 
 
The individual place winners were: 
 
• 1st place – Tommy Helinek - Wyomissing Jr/Sr High School 
• 2nd place – John Taormina - Exeter Junior High School 
• 3rd place – Stephen Werner – Conrad Weiser Middle School 
• 4TH place – David Benusa - Wyomissing Jr/Sr High School 
 
Katie Leiby and Ben Ueberroth rounded out the first place Wyomissing team.  
Exeter Junior High School finished second in the team competition, followed by 
Muhlenberg Middle School.   
 
At the state competition John Taormina finished in 14th place, just missing a multi-
way tie for 10th place and a potential spot in the countdown round.  A total of 153 
students participated in the state competition. 
 
Mark your 2006 calendars for February 11th for next year’s competition – we can 
always use a few new volunteers…and a few old volunteers! 
 
 
 




