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http://www.pspe.org/delco/home.html 

 
 

MEETING ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

 
JANUARY 16 – Pipeline Safety 

The Towne House, Media, PA 
 
 

Following the Social portion of the event, the evening will be centered on important information for those 
who design and dig.  Our Guest Speaker will be Kevin E. Docherty of Buckeye Pipeline, who will speak 
on general pipeline safety and the new 811 phone hotline.  This is a great opportunity to learn more about 
the fascinating underground network of pipes throughout our region and the program surrounding the 
protection of the resources within them.  
 
 
6:30 PM: Social                                        7:00 PM: Dinner                                    8:00 PM: Program  
                                                                                                      
COST: $25.00 per person                         RSVP by January 14, 2008, to Kevin Matson at (610) 358-9363                         
or kmatson@kellyengineers.com       
 
For directions or more information on the topic please visit our website under “Upcoming Events” for the flyer.      
 
Anyone looking for sponsorship opportunities for future monthly meetings, we are accepting $100 donations (or 
greater), which includes attendance for one individual.   The sponsorship will allow you to provide a display at 
the meeting and distribute hand-out materials to all in attendance.  This month’s meeting is in need of a 
sponsor.  Please let Kevin know with your RSVP of your interest and thanks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 
“Membership has its privileges.” 
 
It my sincerest hope that the New Year brings good fortune to all our Chapter members and 
their families.  Looking back on 2007, I am proud of the accomplishments that we have made 
raising awareness of the importance of Engineering in our Community and fostering an interest 
in our field.   
 
The membership of PSPE has brought me the opportunity to work with the most dynamic, 
energetic and goal oriented people from the full range of engineering disciplines.  Our strength 
is a tribute to the hard work and dedication of our network of volunteers that have made our 
Chapter the best in Pennsylvania.  We provide a wide range of youth programs such as the 
Future City Competition, Mathcounts and the Science Fair.  Our monthly dinner meetings 
present a variety of speakers who continually spark our appreciation for this profession.  
Through our scholarships and award ceremonies, we honor our respected members and 
encourage future generations to seek out a career in engineering. 
 
Looking forward into 2008, I am excited for the schedule of events that we have planned, as 
your President, I am truly grateful for the support of our Board of Directors and Officers who 
give their time to keep our Chapter healthy and strong. 
 
Happy New Year!   KEVIN MATSON, PE 
 
 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTOR’S MEETING  
 
The next Delco Chapter, Board of Director’s meeting will be Friday, January 11, 2008 at 8:00 am at the Little 
Inn, Media, PA.  Board meetings are open to all members and include breakfast.  This will be our planning 
meeting for Engineer’s Week coming up in February.  We hope to see you there and get you more involved.  
There is plenty of work to do and never enough wonderful people, like you, to do it.  Please join us. 

 
FROM THE EDITOR  

 
My sincere apologies for the length of time since our last edition, I hope to have your reading about the great 
accomplishments of the Chapter more frequently in the coming year.  Any noteworthy information about events 
or photographs you would like to share with everyone should be forwarded to me for inclusion in the newsletter.  
This newsletter should be a reflection of all of us collectively and that cannot happen without your input.  Please 
send any information that you feel should be included in the newsletter for the February edition by  
January 31, 2008 to Eileen.Nelson@stantec.com. 
 
EILEEN M. NELSON, PE  
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

MATHCOUNTS  
 
The Delaware County Mathcounts competition, sponsored by NSPE, will be held on Saturday, February 23, 
2008 at the Ridley Middle School. 
 
Please contact Chris Hilditch at jhilditch@earthlink.net to volunteer. 
 
We need help to make this a successful event for our "future" engineers! 
 
We have 18 schools from all over Delaware County registered for the 2008 MATHCOUNTS! Program.  The  
snow date will be March 1st.   Mathcounts is a mathematics and problem solving enrichment program, teaching 
and celebrating the joy of working together, developing innovative approaches to riddles and generates a taste 
for engineering puzzles that will encourage mathletes to become interested in our field. 
 
If you have never been involved in the event day, I strongly encourage you to come out and see the talent of our 
County’s youth.  Our response for volunteers has been strong, but we could still use more help.  If you are 
interested in volunteering or would like to learn more about the program, please contact me, Christine Volkay-
Hilditch, at hilditchc@delcora.org.  
 
Ridley Middle School is located at 400 Free Street, Ridley Park, PA 19078.   
 

 
  

Be sure to check out www.mathcounts.org! 

 
FUTURE CITY COMPETITION 
 
This year's Future City Competition will be held on January 26th at the Villanova University in the Jake Nevin 
Field House.   Drexel Hill Middle School won the 2007 award for Best Coordination of Engineering Disciplines 
(sponsored by our Chapter).  The happy and proud participants are shown in the photo below.  You can also 



 

check the web site www.futurecityphilly.org for more on volunteer opportunities and the competition itself.  
 

 
Special Award given to Drexel Hill Middle School for Best Coordination of Engineering Disciplines given at 
the Future City Competition at Villanova University on January 27, 2007 
 
 

Environmental Legislation  
 
Fighting phosphates 
 
They destroy fish and plant life in rivers and, ultimately, the Chesapeake Bay. Sen. Mike 
Brubaker pushes bill banning phosphates in common dishwasher detergents. 
 
By TOM MURSE, Staff 
Lancaster New Era 
Published: Oct 18, 2007 11:55 AM EST  
 
LANCASTER COUNTY, PA –  
 
Every time you start your automatic dishwasher, you're probably piping a substance destructive to fish and plant 
life into the Conestoga and Susquehanna rivers and, eventually, the Chesapeake Bay.   That substance?  
Phosphorus. 
 
It is mixed into almost all popular brands of dish detergent to loosen grime and keep your dishes spot-free. But 
after it goes down the drain and passes through wastewater treatment plants, some of it is released into rivers 
and lakes, where it can collect and slowly choke the oxygen out of the water. 
 



 

In a proposal gaining momentum in the state Senate, however, the detergent industry would be banned from 
making, selling or distributing any dishwasher soap for household use that contains phosphorus or its chemical 
compound, phosphate. 
 
State Sen. Mike Brubaker, the bill's author, said his proposal is the result of environmental concerns and federal 
guidelines that require municipal water treatment plants to reduce drastically the amount of phosphorus they 
release back into waterways. "The guidelines put a lot of pressure on our local governments and sewage-
treatment plants," said Brubaker, a Republican from Warwick Township. "The most cost-effective means for 
them is to reduce the phosphorus that comes in. 
 
"The question becomes: Where is the phosphorus coming from? Between 7 and 10 percent of phosphorus is 
coming from the product that people use in their dishwashing machines," Brubaker said this morning. 
 
Brubaker's bill would amend the Phosphate Detergent Act of 1989 to virtually eliminate the household use of 
soaps that contain phosphates by July 1, 2010. Businesses such as restaurants and institutions such as schools 
and hospitals still would be allowed to use them. 
 
The bill would allow only trace levels of phosphorus - 0.5 percent by weight - for household use. Detergents 
such as Cascade and Electra-Sol are now permitted to contain as much as 8.7 percent. 
 
The proposal, Senate Bill 1017, was approved unanimously by the nine members of the Senate Environmental 
Resources and Energy Committee on Tuesday. If the Senate and House pass the bill and Gov. Ed Rendell signs 
it, Pennsylvania will become only the second state in the nation to approve such a ban. 
 
Washington became the first to pass such a law in 2006. The legislation there was designed to protect 
waterways and complement an existing ban there on phosphorus in laundry detergent. 
 
The Soap and Detergent Association, a Washington, D.C., trade association for the cleaning-products industry, 
argues that such bans produce little or no environmental benefits. Nonetheless, it supports the move to eliminate 
its use of phosphorus by 2010. 
 
"Is our contribution significant enough to have a real effect on the environment? The answer is no," said Dennis 
Griesing, a lobbyist for the industry. "After the state of Washington banned it in 2006, our companies looked at 
it and said, 'We could fight this in every state. We don't want to do that.' 
 
"There's optimism that we have a new catalog of ingredients that will result in a product that is acceptable to 
consumers," Griesing said. "What is intended here and why we're asking for the 2010 date is that this is going to 
be a national rollout of new products. We're not going to do state-by-state, region-by-region. And we need time 
to build new chemical plants." 
 
Until the mid-1990s, phosphorus also had been used to make laundry detergent, to make clothes brighter. But 
the industry was able to find alternatives 
 
Thomas W. Beauduy, deputy director of the Susquehanna River Basin Commission, wrote the original 
phosphorus ban in the mid-1980s. The law provided for several exceptions, including the one allowing 
dishwasher detergents to continue to use the substance. 
 
"The industry did not have the science to develop a non-phosphate detergent for commercial, industrial or 
residential use that was economically viable," said Beauduy. "It was always the view that as the science 
advanced, one or more exceptions might be revoked. 



 

 
"That day has come," he said. 
 
He said Brubaker's measure could reduce the amount of phosphorus that makes its way into Pennsylvania's 
rivers and streams. But it also will mean that municipal water treatment plants won't have to work as hard and 
spend as much to remove the substance. 
 
"With the reduction, they'll be able to operate more efficiently and less costly," he said. 
 
 

CHAPTER OFFICERS 2007-2008 
President - Kevin Matson, PE - kmatson@kellyengineers.com  
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PE Mentoring and New Membership - Walter Kleponis - �� ��!6��������   


