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Partial Karst & Sinkhole Glossary 








�
Cave:  A cave is a naturally occurring void, cavity recess or system of interconnecting passages beneath the surface of the earth or within a cliff or ledge including natural subsurface water and drainage systems, but not including any mine, tunnel, aqueduct, or other man-made excavation, which is large enough to permit a person to enter.  The word cave includes or is synonymous with cavern, sinkhole, natural pit, grotto, and rock shelter.





Cave Life:  Cave life refers to any rare or endangered plant or animal life form, which normally occurs in, uses, visits, or inhabits any cave or subterranean water system.





Commercial Cave:  A commercial cave is any cave utilized by the owner for the purposes of exhibition to the general public as a profit or nonprofit enterprise, wherein a fee is collected for entry.





Karst:  Karst is defined as a landscape with topographic depressions, such as sinkholes and caves, caused by underground solution of limestone bedrock.  Karst Lands are characterized by sinkholes, sinking streams, springs, caves, and solution valleys, which form where surface water enters the ground and migrates downward through solution channels enlarged openings in conduits, such as caves.


�Sinkhole:  A sinkhole is a localized land subsidence, generally, a funnel-shaped or steep-sloped depression caused by the dissolution of underlying carbonate rocks or the subsidence of the land surface into a subterranean passage, cavity, or cave.  Sinkholes are formed by the underground removal of soil and rock material.





Sinkhole Cluster Area: A sinkhole cluster area is an area that contributes surface water to a sinkhole, which is located in a group of two or more sinkholes clustering together. 





Sinkhole Drainage Area: The drainage area that contributes surface water directly to the sinkhole(s) is referred to as the sinkhole drainage area.





Sinkhole Ponding Elevation:  Sinkhole ponding elevation is the maximum elevation of either the elevation as determined by using currently accepted methods of the USDA, Natural Resources Conservation Service to calculate the total volume of runoff from the sinkhole drainage area to the sinkhole utilizing a prescribed rainfall and no sink outlet or the historical elevation or the published flood elevation.  It should be noted that overflow conditions will establish the maximum ponding elevation.
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